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VIRGINIA IN 1680-1681. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and copies in the McDonald 

and Dejamette Papers, Virginia State Library.) 

(Continued.) 



Letter from the Privy Council to the Lord Culpeper. 

(Copy.) 

After our very hearty Commendations unto Your Lordships 
we have received two Letters from Your Lordship to M' 
Coventry dated the 2 nd May and the 8 th July last, together 
with divers Laws which have been lately Enacted in Virginia 
and we are well pleased to find Your Lordship has been so suc- 
cessful in passing the Three Laws (1) transmitted by His Ma' tjr 
under the Great Seal of England, and upon consideration 
thereof, we have only disapproved of the last proviso in the 
Act for raising a public Revenue; whereby the Virginia Owners 
are freed from paying the Dutys imposed by the Act which We 
esteem very irregular and unfit to be allowed of, not only in as 
much as it derogates from the Act transmitted by His Ma' ty 
which ought to have passed, in terminis, but because it is very 
unequal that greater Encouragement should be given to Ships 
belonging to Inhabitants of Virginia than to ships that are 
belonging to other of His Ma tiM subjects, there being no such 
difference put upon the Ships of Virginia Owners here in Eng- 
land and which in time may frustrate the End of this Act in 

(1) These acts were : An act of tree and generall pardon, indemnitie 
and oblivion; an act for naturalization, and an act for raising a publique 
revenue for the better support of the government of this his majesties 
colony. (Hening II, {458-469.) These bills had been sent over with 
Lord Culpeper, with instructions that they be passed by the Va. As- 
sembly. It is believed they are the only ones ever so sent to Virginia. 
The first two acts passed unanimously; but the revenue act the Bur- 
gesses rejected in its original form, and added two provisos, with 
which the act was adopted by the General Assembly. As is shown 
in the text the English government agreed to the first proviso; but 
rejected the last. From 1691 onward, however, there were many acts 
exempting Virginia owned ships from duties. 
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case they should possess themselves of so many Ships as to 
export the whole product of Virginia or a considerable part 
thereof. And therefore upon a Report made by Us in Council 
His Ma ty has thought fit to express his disallowance of that 
Proviso and hath commanded us to transmit the signification 
of his pleasure therein to you as we do by the enclosed Order in 
Council to the End that Your Lordship or the Commander in 
Chief of Virginia for the time being do forthwith make publica- 
tion thereof, and take care that no such exemption or privilege 
be admitted or allowed by the Collector's and Officers ap- 
pointed to receive the Duties imposed by the Act transmitted 
by His Ma ty wherewith His Ma ty expects a punctual com- 
pliance without any reservation or exemption whatsoever. 

We are daily expecting Your Lordships Letters by the 
Stephen and Edward together with a narrative of all your 
transactions and State of the Country which we find so neces- 
sary to be transmitted to Us from time to time for Our better 
information that His Ma ty has thought fit to Order. That 
Each Governor jointly and in one body with their respective 
Council do keep a Journal of all important occurrences to be 
transmitted quarterly with their observations and opinions 
how each Colony may be improved from time to time as Your 
Lordship will have more fully understood by a particular Letter 
from Us (a duplicate whereof is here inclosed) in pursuance of 
His Ma"" express Commands in this behalf. And whereas 
each Council hath a Secretary appointed by His Ma" M Let- 
ters Patents through whose Office the Public Orders and Papers 
of- importance do pass which are necessary to be registered 
there and are fit to come under our knowledge It is further 
Ordered by His Ma ty that each of them do communicate the 
same unto Us. And that the Clerk of every Assembly do in 
like manner transmit unto Us a Journal of their proceedings, 
Votes, & Bills according to the directions given them by espe- 
cial Letters from Us. And it is withal His Ma tie " pleasure 
that notwithstanding these Informations which we are to re- 
ceive from other hands each Governor do remain under their 
former obligation of correspondency and do not hold themselves 
excused from transmitting unto Us by all conveyances the 
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same Information and Public matter as if these particular 
Orders had not been given. 

And whereas we have represented unto His Ma* y the incon- 
venience which the Government of the Plantations hath suf- 
fered in the matter of Public Offices which have been sometimes 
unduly obtained and possessed by persons not fitly qualified to 
exercise the same His Ma ty has therefore empowered us to 
make a full inspection into all places of trust which are under 
His Ma' ty " immediate Government in America, to the End we 
may thereupon distinguish which of them ought to be left to 
the disposal of the Governor from such as may be more proper 
for His Ma ty to grant by His especial Order. We do there- 
fore desire Your Lordship to send us with all speed a particular 
account (2) of all public Offices and places of trust within Your 
Government by whom the same are possessed, by what Author- 
ity, for what term and Estate and how necessary and expedient 
it may be that the same be disposed of by His Ma ty or His 
Government together with copies of all Establishments and 
grants of such Offices as Your Lordship is likewise directed by 
Your Commission. And we are further to signify unto Your 
Lordship his Ma"" Commands that no Office or place within 
Your Government be disposed of, for the consideration of gain, 
but that the same be given to persons fitly quallified. 
v Lastly, We have Received His Ma tie * Command to signify 
His pleasure that as it is our especial Duty incumbent on Your 
Lordship to take care of the Church, so Y r Lordship do forth- 
with (if the same be not already done) give Order that every 
Minister within Your Government be one of the Vestry in his 
respective Parish and that no Vestry be held without him, 
except in case of sickness, or that after notice of a Vestry sum- 
moned he absent himself. And so not doubting of Your Lord- 
ship's performance hereof We bid you very heartily Farewell 
from the Council Chamber in Whitehall this 14 th day of Octo- 
ber 1680. Your Lordships very loving friend s. 

(2) This list of public officers in Virginia was published in this Mag- 
azine I, 225-252, though through a blunder in the make-up, it is mixed 
with another for 1699. Pages 225, and nearly all of 226, 242-244, and 
from "Isle of Wight County," p. 246 to the end relate to 1680. The 
report for 1699 begins at the bottom of p. 226 and continues to and in- 
cludes p. 241, begins again, with "Board of Trade" on p. 244 and ends 
at "Isle of Wight County," p. 246. 
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Whitehall, Oct. 14, 1680 
Order of the King in Council Confirming an Act for 
Raising a Public Revenue for the better support of his 
Maj'. Colony of Virginia passed by the Assembly of said Colony 
but disallowing a proviso in said Act whereby the Virginia 
Owners are freed from paying the duties imposed by the Act. 
(Col. Entry Bk. No. 80, pp. 392-394.) 



Whitehall, Nov. 3, 1680. 

Order of the King in Council. That no Governor or 
Commander in Chief of his Maj. Plantations presume hence- 
forward upon any pretence whatsoever to come into England 
from the places of their respective Government without first 
having obtained leave for so doing from his Maj. in Council. 
His Maj. hereby declaring that his verbal leave or other per- 
mission whatsoever except such leave in Council shall not be 
esteemed a sufficient warrant for the same. And all Governors 
& Commanders in Chief are to conform themselves hereunto 
upon pain of his Maj. highest displeasure. 

(Col. Entry Bk. No. 97. pp. 82-3.) 

N. B. This Order in Council is referred to in the Virginia 
Papers — notably in the case of Gov. Lord Culpeper who was 
deprived of his Govern 1 of Virginia for having come to Eng- 
land in direct violation of said Order. W. N. S. 



Whitehall, Nov. 16, 1680. 

The King to the Governor of Virginia — To direct the 
Naval Officer within his Government to make due entries and 
keep particular accounts of all Imports and Export, and of the 
shipping, burthens, guns, & from whence they come and 
whither bound; said accounts to be transmitted to Lords of 
Trade quarterly.- Power to appoint fit Officers for the same. 

(Col. Entry Bk. No. 80. pp. 403-3.) Another Copy in 
Colonial Papers. 

Nov. 20, 1680. 

Major General Smith (3) to the Twenty Colonels in 

(3) Robert Smith, of "Brandon," Middlesex County, was a member 
of Council 1663, was Major General of Virginia militia 1666, and died 
1687. See this Magazine, I, 432. 
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Virginia — His Majesty having by Commission appointed him 
Major General of all his Maj. forces in Virginia it is his duty 
yearly to inform his Maj. of the true strength of the Country. 
Requests them to observe these under written orders. An- 
nexed Copy of the orders to the several Colonels: to list all 
Housekeepers & freemen able to bear arms & dispose them into 
companies of foot and troops of horse — the foot companies to 
consist of 60 soldiers besides Officers, and the Troopers of 40 
Troopers besides Officers, which at convenient times are to be 
called together and instructed & exercised in the use of their 
arms — with Mem. — That the whole number of Foot of the 
settled Militia or Trainbands is 7268 — and the number of 
Horse 1300. "Scarce one half of these are armed especially 
the horse — The ammunition very little." — 1 p. 
(Colonial Papers.) 



Whitehall, Dec. 13, 1680. 

Minutes of a Committee of Trade and Plantations. — In 
reference to several papers lately received from Virginia con- 
taining the Laws lately passed there and the proceedings of the 
Assembly — also two letters of 9 July and 20 Aug. last from the 
Secretary of Virginia; request of the Assembly for a cessation 
from planting tobacco in 1681 and information of a Mutiny 
like to happen in one of the foot companies sent over by his 
Maj. to be submitted to his Maj. in Council and whether their 
Lordships shall defer the consideration of the other papers until 
Lord Culpeper's arrival who is said to be landed in Ireland. 

(Col. Entry Bk. No. 106. pp. 237-8.) 



Whitehall, Dec 15, 1680. 

Order of the King in Council — referring to the Lords of 
the Treasury two letters from the Secretary of Virginia to the 
Earl of Sunderland dated 9 July and 20 August last touching 
a cessation from planting tobacco for the year 1681, for their 
report thereon. 

(Col. Entry Bk. No. 80. p. 399.) 
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1680 

Copy of an Act of Free and General Pardon, Indemnity 
and Oblivion. — "This Act was past in Virginia in 1680 upon 
occasion of Bacon's Rebellion." 

(Colonial Papers 9 pp.) 



1680? 

Petition of the General Assembly of Virginia to the 
King. — They have embraced with hearty thanks his Maj. Act 
of General Pardon and Oblivion and passed the second Act of 
Naturalization — as also for raising a public revenue for the 
better support of the Govern' with some necessary provisoes all 
of which they pray may be confirmed: and also that the place 
of Auditor may be first supplied by the recommendation of the 
Governor to his Majesty — Are grateful that the Grant of same 
surreptitiously obtained by Robert Ayleway was by Lord Cul- 
peper's application rejected by the King. 

(Colonial Papers. 2 pp.) 



Custom House, London, Jan. 10, 1680-81. 

Report of the Commissioners of Customs to Lords of 
Trade and Plantations on the Order of Council touching a 
Cessation from planting Tobacco in Virginia in the year 1681. 
That in former years when there have been like reports of great 
crops of tobacco they have found sufficient vent for the same. 
Most parts of Christe idom are furnished from hence with to- 
bacco of the growth of Virginia — if there be a cessation it may 
occasion the increase of planting tobacco in the Spanish French 
& Dutch Plantations whereby the markets from Europe may 
be supplied & so the trade from Virginia be irrecoverably lost — 
that his Maj. revenue from a medium of 3 years of tobacco from 
Virginia amounts to about £100.000 per ann: & if there be a 
cessation the greatest part of the same may be lost, besides the 
loss of the navigation of this kingdom there being so great a 
number of shipping employed in this trade. 

(Colonial Papers 2 pp..) 
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Virginia, May 13, 1681. 

Nicholas Spencer, Secretary of Virginia to Secretary 
Sir Leoline Jenkins. — Affairs peaceable and the Indians 
quiet, the garrisons at the heads of the rivers keeping a con- 
stant awe upon them — Their greatest enemy to be feared is 
their Poverty thro' the small or no value of their tobacco, 
unless the King give his assent to a cessation — a check to all 
other manufactories — their greatest hope in flax, in which they 
are still very-unskilful. 

(Colonial Papers. 2 pp) 



Virginia, June 18 & July 25, 1681. 

Extracts of Two Letters from Virginia received from 
Lord Culpeper the 12th Oct 1681 and read in Council the same 
day. In reference to the fears of the inhabitants of the extreme 
parts of the Country caused by the late injuries done by the 
Senecas in passing and re-passing from the Northward to the 
Southward — their houses being robbed and their hogs and 
cattle maliciously and wantonly killed — and the depredations 
of the several tribes of Indians in those parts. 3 pp. indorsed 
as above. 

(Colonial Papers.) 



Virginia, June 29, 1681. 

Nathaniel Bacon, John Page, and Otho Thorp to Geo. 
Richards. — That if their ship the Planters Adventure cannot 
be sold for £500 sterling he present to Lord Culpeper their 
petition to continue to them their privilege as Virginia owners 
so long as she may be fit to go to sea. 

(Colonial Papers.) 



Whitehall, June 30, 1681. 
The King to the Lord Culpeper Governor of Virginia — 
That it is a matter of the greatest importance and highly neces- 
sary for the good of his Maj. subjects that all rents revenues and 
profits belonging to the King should be more closely inspected 
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and brought into a more certain method and direct way of 
account; the King has therefore constituted Wm. Blathwayt 
Esq. Our Surveyor and Auditor General of all our Revenues in 
America. The Governor of Virginia is strictly commanded to 
add it as a principal instruction to those he has already re- 
ceived that he give the said Wm. Blathwayt and those employed 
by him all such assistance as may tend to the more easy execu- 
tion of his duty; and that the Gov. issue out his warrants from 
time to time for payment of the salary assigned to said 
Blathwayt out of the public monies raised or to be raised within 
"our said island." 3 pp. 
(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 99.) 



Whitehall, July 5, 1681. 

Minutes op a Committee of Trade and Plantations. — 
Several laws passed in Virginia by Lord Culpeper read, viz. 
An Act for continuation of fortifications — Their Lordships ob- 
serve that the stile of the laws, viz. By the Kings most excel- 
lent Majesty by and with the consent of the General Assembly 
is not agreeable to Lord Culpeper's first Commission dated 8 
July 1675 but to be altered for the future to Governor Council 
& Assembly. An Act for cohabitation & encouragement of 
trade and manufacture read & referred to Commiss" of Cus- 
toms for their report. Orders of Assembly of 8 July 1680 read 
wherein the Assembly declare & appoint the power of sheriffs 
upon the water & direct the setling of a parish, their Lordp* 
think these proceedings not proper for the Assembly who have 
only power to make Laws with the consent of the Governor & 
Council, and have not power to dispose of any money raised 
by the late Act of Revenue of 8 June 1680 — though they have 
disposed of divers sums out of the revenue of 2* per hogshead. 
2 pp. 

(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 106. pp. 268-270). 



Council Chamber, July 12, 1681. 
fW. Blathwayt] to M'. Guy. — The Lords Committee for 
Trade and Plantations desire that the inclosed Act of Virginia 
[for cohabitation and encouragement of Trade and Manufac- 
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ture] be sent to the Commissioners of the Customs for their 
report upon same & particularly upon the two Clauses concern- 
ing the time wherein said Act is to take place for the landing of 
goods and for the shipping of tobacco and that some of them 
attend the Committee with said Report on the 20th Inst. 
(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 80. p. 403.) 



Treasury Chamber, Whitehall, July 12, 1681. 

Henry Guy to the Commissioners of the Customs — In- 
closes, by order of the Lords of the Treasury, an Act of Vir- 
ginia for their report to the Lords Committee for Trade and 
Plantations and particularly upon the two clauses concerning 
the time wherein said Act is to take place for the landing of 
goods and for the shipping of tobacco, with which some of thier 
number are to attend the Committee on the 20th inst. 

(Colonial Papers.) 



July 21, 1681. 



Petition of William Fisher, Merchant, to the King 
and Privy Council — Setting forth his having shipped in July 
1675 a cargo of merchandize value £12000 sterlg on board the 
Phoenix, Leonard Hayes, Master, through whose wicked de- 
signs combined with one John Bellamy and Peter Delling the 
ship was cast away in Cherry Stone Creek in Virginia for the 
purpose of embezzling the goods which fell into their hands 
and into the hands of Col. Stringer, Col. Kendal, Col. Waters, 
Major Spencer, Capt. Foxcraft, Col. Thos. Ballard & several 
others. That altho' Sir Wm. Berkeley recovered about £4000 
of said goods, when petitioner's Agent arrived in Virginia said 
goods were so dispersed & gotten into such powerful hands that 
with four years law & continued solicitations he has not been 
able to obtain one penny satisfaction. Prays that Lord Cul- 
peper may be directed to examine into the matter and report 
his opinion thereon to his Maj. for petitioners' relief. 2 pp. 

(Colonial Papers.) 
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Virginia, July 22, 1681. 

"Extract of Letters from Virginia." — In reference to 
the Senecas and what is to be apprehended from them. All 
articles of peace made with those Indians are openly violated 
so that our neighbor Indians will not treat with those Northern 
Indians — Maryland no less infested with them than this Gov- 
ernment — their depredations about a. fortnight since joined by 
some Susquehannas — Proposal to the Govern' of Maryland 
by an escaped Mattawoman Indian that the Senecas would 
deliver up all the Susquehannas for a small satisfaction — Ap- 
prehensions of trouble in Maryland from several protestant 
gentlemen under bail — -the elections there— A troop of horse in 
Potomac preserving the frontier inhabitants against the In- 
dians refused to march, their Captain being a papist. Doubtful 
whether the murders in Maryland were committed by Indians 
being in a part thick seated — all the murdered peoples throats 
cut and their bodies stabbed, a way of killing never known from 
Indians. Indorsed, "Received from Col. Ludwell and read in 
Council 12 July (sic Oct. ?) 1681. 1 p. 

(Colonial Papers.) 

(To be Continued.) 



